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There is no royal road to learning

The English Panel
Ms. Chan Hok kan
Learning English seems to be difficult for most second language
learners. Students find it hard to remember the vocabulary, the
pronunciation of words, and understand the speech of native speakers.
So, is it really difficult to learn? Or are you just afraid of making mistakes?

Do you usually find it hard to think of the words when you are
doing your writing tasks? Learning English vocabulary starts from our
surroundings. You may not notice that there are a lot of facilities in
school with English labels. There are quite a number of English posters such as “If you can read
this, thank a teacher!”, “no pain, no gain”, at the staircases and the canteen. If you go to a
supermarket, try to read the English words of the food and products. You should keep a
vocabulary book and put the words into categories or under different themes. So, you can
expand your vocabulary bank by jotting down the English words from your surroundings. How
can you spell so many words in English? Try learning phonics; it is a useful tool for English
learners to spell the words correctly.

Another way is to learn English through reading, listening, presenting and reading aloud
current news. When you read the news, not only read the Chinese version, but also find the
English version of the news articles from Student Standard, SCMP Young Post, or other online
sources like CCTV English Channel and English news reports online. They provide videos and
audio clips. You learn more words and pronunciation of words by listening to native English
speakers presenting the news with English subtitles. It is especially helpful for NSS students
who are taking the elective “Learning English through Social Issues”. After reading and listening
to the news, the most important is to try writing a news commentary. Therefore, you have the
opportunity to use the language to express your ideas. Then, present your comments in English
to improve your English presentation skills. Reading aloud the piece of news can help
improving your English pronunciation as you listen to the audio clips and imitate the
pronunciation of the presenters. Integrating all the skills of learning English and use the
language as often as you can is essential for building up your English language.

Are you a couch potato with square eyes? Of course, watching TV for a long time is
unhealthy. But, watching English TV programmes and English movies is another entertaining

way of learning English.

No matter you are learning English for a
brighter future or you simply love English

language, there is no royal road to learning.
Throughout the process of learning, it is
unavoidable to make mistakes. You do not have
to panic, learn from your mistakes and you will
find your way to success.
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